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West Central and Southwest Florida Climate Summary for Winter 2015-16
 
  

Meteorological winter 2015-16 (December/January/February) started out very warm with December being one of the warmest on record across most 
of West Central and Southwest Florida. This warm pattern changed a couple of days into the new year with generally near to below normal 
temperatures occurring for much of January and February. For the winter (December/January/February) the average temperatures across the region 
ended up about 1 to 4 degrees above normal. 
 
Rainfall was rather light across much of the region in December with the exception being across portions of Southwest Florida into the southern 
interior. During January the storm track shifted some and we ended up with a rather wet month area-wide with portions of Southwest Florida into the 
southern interior seeing their wettest January on record. For February we continued to see decent rainfall with the cold fronts, but many areas were 
still near to slightly below normal for the month while small areas in the Nature Coast and Southwest Florida were above normal. For the entire winter 
rainfall amounts of 15 to 20 inches, or about 6 to 13 inches above normal, were common across Southwest Florida and the southern interior, while 
portions of the Nature Coast saw 6 to 8 inches of rain, which was only about 1 to 2 inches below normal.  
 
On the following pages are graphics of the monthly and winter average temperatures and rainfall.  
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You can see how much warmer December was compared to January and February.  For December temperatures averaged in the upper 60s to mid 70s 
across the region, then fell into the mid 50s to mid 60s for January and February.  For the entire winter the average temperatures ranged from the 
upper 50s across Levy and Citrus counties to the lower and mid 60s elsewhere. 
 
 

    
        December Average Temperature (°F)                 January Average Temperature (°F)                   February Average Temperature (°F)              Winter 2015-16 Average Temperature (°F) 
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In the below images you can see how much wetter January was compared to December and February, with record rainfall occurring over portions of 
Southwest Florida.  Rainfall amounts for the winter ranged from  6 to 8 inches over portions of the Nature Coast to around 20 inches in some parts of 
Charlotte County, with widespread 15 to 20 inch amounts over much of Southwest Florida. 
 
 

  
                   December Rainfall (in.)                                         January  Rainfall (in.)                                          February Rainfall (in.)                                       Winter 2015-16 Rainfall (in.) 

 
 
 
On the following pages are tables with the daily, monthly, and seasonal stats for some locations across the area. 
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